
April 2015: 

4-H Hosted their regional Presentation Day on April 18th at McSwain School.   Mechanical 

Skills Day is April 25th at the Ag Center.  We are in the process of starting a new 4-H club in 

South Merced!  Ida Johnson will be the leader for this new club.  

 

Dave Doll: Almonds are progressing about a month ahead of schedule. Great drought resource 

publication for almonds is now available (Pub #8515 Drought Management for California 

Almonds). We will be having a new employee start to work on our wood canker fungi project 

within almonds. 

All the trials are off to a good start.  Looking to continue with the harvest data of our multiple 

plots. 

 

Scott Stoddard established a large fumigation trial south of Livingston to evaluate Dominus, a 

new fumigant from Iasagro, along with Pic and Telone combinations.  This will be an efficacy 

trial to see how these products work straight or in combination at reduced rates.  He has started is 

tomato irrigation work and is getting Merced College going for tomato N and irrigation trials. 

 

Fadzayi Mashiri:  is working on an upcoming Medusahead field day to be held in Hornitos on 

April 28th. Will start collecting forage production, cover and seed viability data from ongoing 

medusahead trial plots. 

She is also involved in California Naturalist training.  She gave a presentation on California 

rangelands and will be leading a field visit on the 25th. 

Jennifer Heguy:  Winter meetings delivered to dairy producers and employees (delivered in both 

English and Spanish) were a success; I am working on finding funding to organize additional 

meeting topics and locations.  I am also looking for dairies who will be planting sorghum for 

silage to discuss potential projects looking at feed quality and production parameters.   

 

Maxwell Norton:  We had a very successful ag tourism summit at the Heidrick Center 

Woodland.  People from all over northern & central CA shared ideas on how to promote local ag 

and increase direct marketing opportunities.  

 

Maxwell Norton will be retiring July 1 with almost 36 years service.  Scott Stoddard will be 

assuming administrative duties for the office.  Lindsay Jordan has already taken over duties for 

grapes and cane berries for Madera & Merced counties.  Since we don’t have anyone lined up to 

cover tree fruit, Maxwell will continue to be available for answering questions and trouble-

shooting problems. 

 

Jaci Westbrook (nutrition programs)  We are currently working on our state required work plans 

and budgets for next year! Rosalinda is preparing for the end of the school year to collect our 

reporting documents and get teachers signed up for next school year. 

 
 

 


